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Abstract

Using the revision of the Electricity Act in Taiwan in 2016 as an example,
this study analyzed and compared representations of certain categories in different
mainstream and alternative news media that contribute to public understanding and
engagement of the issue. It was found that news stories focused more on criticisms than
on the issue itself. Regardless of subject matter, little was based on evidence and facts.
The news discourse was also framed economically, focusing either on development and
efficiency or on fairness and distributional justice. Little news discourse was framed
environmentally. Economy-related sources were also used frequently. Generally, the
news stories meet the criteria examining the mechanisms that could contribute to
public understanding of the scientific aspect of the Electricity Act. The study did not
find mainstream media systematically different from alternative media in terms of
civic engagement elements, but the former revealed more varied perspectives than
the latter. Some mainstream media were also found to demonstrate higher levels of
positive elements that could increase public engagement in the revision process of the
Electricity Act than specific alternative media. Finally, implications of the findings and
suggestions for future research directions were discussed.
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